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PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


OF 

LIVERPOOL 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953 

BY  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


This  is  the  81st  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Liverpool  Port 
Health  Authority. 

Circular  33/52  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  6th  November,  1952, 
requests  that  “  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  prepare  his  Annual 
Report  for  1952  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Form  Port  20 

Form  Port  20  reads  as  follows:  — 

Port  Health  and  Riparian  Authorities. 

Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

(1)  Article  17  (5)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1935,  provides  that  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall,  as  soon  as 
practicable  after  the  31st  day  of  December  in  each  year,  make  an  Annual 
Report  to  the  Authority  up  to  the  end  of  December  on  the  sanitary 
circumstances,  the  sanitary  administration,  and  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
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district,  containing,  in  addition  to  any  such  matters  upon  which  he  may 
consider  it  desirable  to  report,  such  information  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  required  by  the  Minister. 

(2)  Article  27  (18)  of  the  Regulations  provides  that  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  31st  day  of  December 
in  each  year,  furnish  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  a  tabular 
statement  containing  the  following  particulars:  — 

(a)  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  him  dining 
the  year ; 

(b)  The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year,  distinguishing 
statutory  from  informal  notices ; 

(c)  The  result  of  the  service  of  such  notices. 


(3)  The  Records  of  the  Authority  should  accordingly  be  kept  in  such 
form  as  to  enable  their  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  prepare  his  Report 
without  delay  at  the  close  of  each  year.  The  report  should  be  in  the  form 
and  sequence  indicated  herein — the  lettering  of  the  tables  being  adheiecl 

to. 

(4)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  include  in  his  Report  any 
comments  which  he  may  think  desirable 

(1)  under  the  headings  shown;  and 

(2)  on  the  need  for  any  development  which  he  considers  necessary 
for  efficient  administration. 


The  above-mentioned  directions  have  been  followed  in  so  far  as  the 
information  asked  for  is  available. 


Section  II.  Table  B.  AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953. 
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Figures  in  columns  1  and  2  supplied  by  H.M.  Collector  of  Customs  for  this  Port. 
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Section  III. 

Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 

The  Port  of  Liverpool  trades  with  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  almost 
every  conceivable  kind  of  cargo  is  carried  by  ships  arriving  in  the 

Mersey. 

Table  C. 


Passenger *  Traffic  during  1953. 


No.  of  Passengers  ... 

1st  Class. 

2nd  Class. 

3rd  Class. 

Tourist 

Class. 

Transmigrants. 

Inwards 

25,320 

3,230 

1,738 

25,862 

56,150 

Outwards 

32,964 

3,276 

1,692 

34,394 

72,326 

Section  IY.  Inland  Barge  Traffic. 

The  number  of  inland  barges  plying  in  and  around  the  Port  of 
Liverpool  is  approximately  400,  with  an  estimated  tonnage  of  <0,000 
tons.  The  places  served  by  these  craft  are  Liverpool,  Birkenhead, 
Garston,  Ellesmere  Port,  Warrington,  Widnes,  Earlestown,  Manchester, 
Weston  Point,  Runcorn,  North wich  and  Winsford. 


CANAL  BOATS  (Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Part  X) . 

A  port  health  inspector  is  engaged  one  day  each  week  on  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  canal  boats  plying  in  the  river  or  docks. 

No.  of  boats  inspected  .  .  435 

No.  of  boats  with  contraventions  ...  ...  ...  30 

No.  of  contraventions  ...  ...  •••  •••  44 

No.  of  contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  ...  24 

No.  of  boats  inspected  for  registration .  5 

Section  Y.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Source  of  water  supply  for:  — 

(1)  The  Port. 

Liverpool  Corporation  supplies  water  for  the  east  side  and  Birken¬ 
head  and  Wallasey  Corporations  and  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board 

for  the  west  side  of  the  River  Mersey. 
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(2)  Shipping. 

Vessels  in  dock  are  supplied  from  shore  hydrants.  There  are  no 
watei  boats  in  use  in  the  Port  of  Liverpool.  In  exceptional  circum¬ 
stances  tug  boats  have  supplied  water  to  ships  in  the  river. 

A  constant  check  is  kept  on  the  cleanliness  and  condition  of  ships’ 
drinking  water  tanks.  If  there  is  any  suspicion  of  contamination  the 
inspector  takes  samples  of  the  water  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  Ministry  of  Transport  is  kept  informed  when  samples  are  taken, 
the  result  of  examination,  and  of  any  action  taken. 

Precautions  taken  against  contamination  of  hydrants  and  hosepipes. 

Officials  of  the  water  department  are  stationed  in  each  dock  area. 
Hoses  for  supplying  water  to  the  ship  from  shore  hydrants  may  be 
supplied  by  the  ship,  but  are  usually  supplied  by  the  water  department. 
Precautions  are  taken  that  the  hose  used  does  not  come  into  contact 
with  dock  water,  and  usually  water  is  run  through  the  hose  before 
actual  filling  is  commenced. 

Airport. 

Water  supplied  by  Liverpool  Corporation.  Aircraft  are  supplied 
from  taps  at  the  airport. 

Section  YI.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS,  1952, 

List  of  Infected  Areas.  Copies  of  the  list  of  infected  areas,  drawn 
up  from  time  to  time  from  information  supplied  by  the  Minister,  have 
been  issued  to  pilots  and  Customs  Officers  employed  in  the  district. 

Radio  Messages.  Permission  can  be  sent  to  ships  to  enter  the  district 
through  Port  Radar.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Mersey 
Docks  and  Harbour  Board  for  wireless  messages  from  vessels  to  be 
transmitted  through  Port  Radar  to  the  Port  Health  Authority.  Pilots 
are  equipped  with  portable  radio. 


The  number  of  ships  visited  by  the  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officers 
during  the  year  was  1,026,  of  which  830  were  from  infected  ports ;  of 
the  vessels  boarded  in  the  river  124  were  bound  for  Manchester. 
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Mooring  Stations. 

Outer  Mooring  Station.  That  part  of  the  River  Mersey  known  as 
the  Sloyne  has  been  designated  as  the  outer  mooring  station.  Any 
berth  within  the  docks  may  he  designated  by  the  Medical  Officer  as  an 
inner  mooring  station. 

Arrangements  for  Hospital  Accommodation,  Surveillance,  Cleansing 
and  Disinfection. 

Infectious  diseases  other  than  smallpox  are  accommodated  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  in  the  Liverpool  hospitals  for  infectious 
diseases. 

Surveillance.  Whenever  necessary  information  is  sent  to  medical 
officers  of  health  concerning  the  following  up  of  contacts  of  infectious 
disease. 


Disinfection .  Disinfection  of  ships  is  done  by  the  officers  of  the 
Port  Health  Authority.  During  the  year  95  disinfections  after  infec¬ 
tious  disease  were  carried  out.  In  each  case  beds  and  bedding  were 
removed  for  steam  disinfection. 

Cleansing.  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  persons  and  clothing  are 
carried  out  at  the  Liverpool  Corporation  disinfecting  stations. 

Section  ¥11. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

No  cases  of  smallpox,  plague,  cholera,  yellow  fever,  typhus  or  relaps¬ 
ing  fever  were  landed  at  Liverpool  during  the  year. 

SMALLPOX. 

Cases  of  smallpox  are  sent  to  the  Port  Health  Hospital,  New  Ferry, 
Cheshire. 

Transport  for  such  cases  is  provided  by  the  Liverpool  City  Ambulance 
Authority. 

Consultants  available  are:  — 

Professor  Andrew  B.  Semple,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Peirce,  Senior  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer. 
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Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  are  available  at  the  Liverpool 
University  School  of  Hygiene. 

Suspected  Typhus. 

The  m.v.  “Freetown”  anchored  in  the  Mersey  on  16th  December, 
1953  and  was  boarded  by  the  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer. 

The  ship’s  medical  log  recorded  that  a  junior  engineer  had  been 
relieved  of  duty  on  5.12.53  suffering  from  pains  in  back  and  head,  with 
a  temperature  of  103°.  He  was  examined  by  a  medical  officer  at  Dakar 
on  7.12.53,  who  gave  a  verbal  diagnosis  of  “suspected  typhus  fever”, 
and  prescribed  a  full  course  of  Chloromycetin  tablets.  He  was  quite  fit 
and  afebrile  on  8.12.53  and  returned  to  full  duty  on  11.12.53. 

Interrogation  of  the  patient  by  the  boarding  medical  officer  at 
Liverpool  failed  to  elicit  any  history  other  than  of  vague  pains  in  the 
back  and  head,  and  a  high  temperature.  Both  he  and  the  Chief 
Steward,  who  looked  after  him,  were  definite  that  there  was  no  rash  or 
any  other  signs  or  symptoms.  No  agglutination  tests  were  performed 
at  Dakar.  The  crew  were  examined  and  found  quite  well. 

The  vessel  was  freed  of  medical  control  at  09.00  hours  on  16.12.53,  and 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Manchester,  informed  of  the  details  by 
telephone.  The  vessel  proceeded  to  Manchester  17.12.53. 


Measles. 


the  s.s.  Caledonia  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  Sunday,  22nd  March, 
1953  from  Karachi  and  Bombay  and  was  boarded  in  the  river  by  the 
Senior  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer.  The  ship’s  surgeon  reported  22 
cases  of  measles  among  the  passengers,  all  under  11  years  of  age. 


Details  of  Voyage 

Arrived 

Departed 

Bombay  ... 

26  2  53 

Karachi  ... 

27.2.53 

2.3.53 

Bombay  ... 

4.3.53 

4.3.53 

Aden 

8.3.53 

9.3.53 

Port  Said . 

14.3.53 

14.3.53 

Liverpool  ... 

22.3.53 
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Information  that  there  were  17  cases  had  been  received  from  the 
shipping  company  on  Saturday  evening,  21st  March,  1953. 

On  arrival  at  Liverpool  all  the  cases  were  examined  by  the  Senior 
Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer  and  the  diagnosis  of  measles  confirmed. 
All  the  remaining  passengers  were  then  inspected  and  their  addresses 
of  destination  checked. 

Twenty -two  cases  of  measles  were  removed  to  Rathbone  Hospital  at 
8.30  a.m.  on  Monday,  23rd  March,  1953.  A  circular  letter  giving 
information  of  the  outbreak  was  sent  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
of  the  destinations  of  all  passengers  under  16  years  of  age. 

Disinfection  of  cabins  and  bedding  was  carried  out  by  officers  of  the 
Port  Health  Authority  when  the  vessel  arrived  in  dock. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Special  pamphlets  giving  the  location,  days  and  hours  of  the  available 
facilities  for  treatment  of  venereal  disease  are  distributed  to  ships  by 
officers  of  the  Port  Health  Authority. 

There  were  49  cases  of  venereal  disease  reported  aboard  36  vessels 
arriving  in  the  port  during  the  year.  These  were  referred,  where 
circumstances  required,  for  treatment  at  the  Seamen’s  Dispensary. 

Section  IX.  CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  IN  SHIPS. 

Table  D. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  landed  from  vessels  arriving 
in  the  Port  of  Liverpool  and  those  occurring  in  Liverpool-bound  ships 
which  were  disposed  of  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  vessels  at  the  port, 
are  shown  on  the  following  tables. 
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Cases  of  infectious  sickness  landed  from  vessels. 


Diseases. 

No.  of  Cases  during  Year. 

No.  of 
vessels 
concerned. 

Passengers. 

Crew. 

Plague . 

■ 

— 

Cholera . 

— 

— 

_ _ 

Yellow  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  Fever . 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

2 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

1 

1 

Measles  and  German  Measles  ... 

25 

1 

5 

Chickenpox  . . 

11 

16 

15 

Tuberculosis  . 

24 

14 

25 

Pneumonia 

4 

3 

7 

Dysentery 

2 

6 

8 

Malaria . 

5 

19 

18 

Mumps . 

2 

1 

3 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning... 

1 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

— 

1 

Leprosy . 

— 

2 

1 

77 

65 

88 
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Cases  of  Infectious  sickness  occurring  in  vessels  during  the  voyage 

but  disposed  of  prior  to  arrival. 


Diseases. 

No.  of  Cases 

luring  Year. 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned. 

Passengers. 

Crew. 

Plague 

— 

— 

— 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

Yellow  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— • 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

2 

2 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  and  German  Measles  ... 

44 

— 

14 

Chickenpox 

9 

25 

16 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  ... 

5 

6 

10 

Malaria 

7 

60 

33 

Mumps 

2 

3 

5 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

• — 

— 

Dysentery  ... 

5 

31 

5 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Leprosy 

— 

— 

— 

74 

130 

90 
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Cases  landed  from  other  ships  (coastwise  vessels) . 


Diseases. 

No.  of  Cases  during  Year. 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned. 

Passengers. 

Crews. 

Tuberculosis 

•  •  •  •••  •••  ... 

11 

— 

9 

Measles 

1 

1 

MumPs  . 

— * 

1 

1 

11 

2 

11 

Section  X.  MALARIA. 

During  the  year  91  cases  of  malarial  fever  in  51  ships  were  notified, 
which  were  either  landed  in  Liverpool  or  had  recovered  abroad. 

ANTHRAX. 

At  9  a.m.  on  7th  August,  1953,  a  message  was  received  from  the 
Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Medical  Centre  at  Gower  Street  that 
a  dock  labourer  had  reported  sick  with  suspected  anthrax.  He  was 
removed  by  City  ambulance  to  Fazakerley  City  Hospital  and  was  later 
reported  as  suffering  from  anthrax. 

This  man  was  employed  as  a  storekeeper  and  worked  on  the  quay 
at  South  Kings  No.  2  shed,  and  may  have  handled  cargo,  which  partly 
consisted  of  dry  hides  loaded  at  Lagos.  The  vessel  also  carried  bales  of 
cotton,  palm  kernels,  ground  nuts,  timber,  logs  and  rubber.  Gloves 
were  provided  for  use  when  handling  hides,  but  water,  soap  and 
towels  were  not  available.  No  further  cases  were  reported.  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories  was  informed. 

Section  XI.  MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  SHIPS  INFECTED 
WITH  OR  SUSPECTED  FOR  PLAGUE. 

No  rodent  plague  was  discovered  either  in  ships  or  ashore.  Two 
suspected  rats  proved  on  examination  to  be  negative. 

MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS  ON  SHORE. 

The  measures  taken  against  rodents  on  shore  have  been  continued 

during  the  year  on  the  same  lines  as  were  shown  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  1951. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

(Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order, 

1951). 

146  Rodent  Control  Certificates  were  issued  during  the  year. 

At  Liverpool  the  following  procedure  is  adopted:  — 

1.  A  notice  is  served  on  the  ship  master  or  officer  in  charge  instruct¬ 
ing  him  to  make  application  to  the  Port  Health  Authority  for  the 
inspection  of  the  vessel.  The  owners  or  agents  state  when  the  vessel 
will  be  completely  discharged  and  available  for  inspection. 

2.  After  arranging  the  date  and  time  for  inspection,  a  port  health 
inspector,  accompanied  by  a  rodent  operative  searcher,  visits  and 
searches  the  vessel  for  evidence  of  rats.  The  various  compartments 
are  measured  up  and  a  record  kept  of  the  cubic  capacities  of  all  coastal 
vessels  examined. 

3.  If  no  evidence  of  rats  or  mice  is  found,  particulars  of  the  inspec¬ 
tion  are  duly  recorded  and  a  certificate  issued  by  the  medical  officer. 

4.  If  evidence  of  rats  or  mice  is  found,  the  shipowners  or  agents 
are  informed  and  instructions  given  to  fumigate,  or  to  set  poison  baits. 

5.  All  fumigations  are  supervised  by  the  Port  Health  Authority 
and,  after  the  process  is  completed,  vessels  are  searched  for  dead  rats 
by  a  rodent  operative. 

Section  XII.  MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS  IN  SHIPS  FROM 

FOREIGN  PORTS. 

The  measures  taken  against  rodents  in  ships  have  been  continued 
during  the  year  on  the  same  lines  as  were  shown  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  1952. 

During  1953,  441  rats  and  263  mice,  recovered  from  ships,  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  City  Bacteriologist  for  examination. 

Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods  used , 
and  if  done  by  a  commercial  contractor,  the  name  of  the  contractor. 

Agents  or  owners  of  ships  found  to  be  heavily  infested  with  rats  are, 
in  their  own  interest,  advised  to  take  appropriate  action  even  if  the 
ship  holds  a  valid  international  deratting  certificate  or  rodent  control 
certificate. 


15 


Most  of  the  larger  shipping  companies  employ  rat  catchers  under 
private  contract,  while  the  smaller  shipping  companies  and  shipping- 
agents  employ  rat  catching  firms  as  required, 

Deratting  in  Ships. 

O)  Routine  trapping  by  port  health  rat  catchers. 

( b )  Trapping  and/or  poisoning  by  rat  catchers  employed  by  the 
shipping  companies. 

(c)  Fumigation  with  hydro-cyanic  acid  gas  or  sulphur  dioxide. 
Principal  Contractors. 

The  principal  contractors  carrying  out  rat  catching  and  fumigations 
in  the  port,  approved  by  the  Port  Health  Authority,  in  alphabetical 
order  are:  — 

(a)  Rat  (J atcliing. 

Associated  Fumigators  (Northern)  Ltd. 

Messrs.  T.  &  F.  Borrows. 

Deodor-X  Hygiene  Services  Ltd. 

Hivey  Fumigation  Co. 

Irlam  Insecticides. 

B.  Strode. 

( h )  Fumigators. 

Associated  Fumigators  (Northern)  Ltd. 

Deodor-X  Hygiene  Services  Ltd. 

Fumigation  Services  Ltd. 

Hivey  Fumigation  Co. 

Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships. 

When  temporary  or  permanent  harbourage  is  discovered  m  ships, 
the  masters  and  the  owners  (or  agents)  are  informed  and  advised  how 
to  eliminate  it;  every  effort  is  made  to  see  that  the  vessels  are  made 
reasonably  rat-proof  before  a  deratting  or  deratting  exemption  certifi¬ 
cate  is  issued.  During  the  year  142  fumigations  were  carried  out  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  deratting  certificates,  and  571  vessels  were 
granted  deratting  exemption  certificates,  making  a  total  of  71,3 
examinations. 
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INSPECTION  OF  DOCK  PREMISES. 

The  following  defects  and  nuisances  were  dealt  with  on  dock 
premises  :  — 


Defective  or 
Inadequate 

Miscellaneous 

Description 

of 

Premises 

Lighting  j 

Heating 

Ventilation 

W.C. 

Accommodation 

Drainage 

Structural 

Defects 

Rat 

Harbourage 

Rat 

Infestation 

Accumulated 

Refuse 

Noxious 

Effluvia 

Dirty 

Conditions 

Verminous 

Conditions 

Damp 

Conditions 

Water 

Supply 

Dock  Sheds 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

25 

10 

15 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Canteens  . . . 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

9 

2 

9 

14 

9 

— 

9 

8 

— 

1 

15 

Factories  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Quays 

1 

2 

32 

Roadways  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

78 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Railway 
Premises  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Warehouses 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

6 

2 

Mills 

2 

1 

3 

Latrines 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lairages 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1 

Airport 

Premises... 

5 

6 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

2 

14 

5 

46 

41 

142 

1 

15 

9 

— 

1 

16 

The  restoration  of  sheds  and  buildings  damaged  by  enemy  action, 
and  modernisation  of  dock  latrines  is  still  proceeding. 


Number  and  species  of  rats  caught,  in  the  Port  of  Liverpool  during  the  year  1953. 
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Total  Caught 

343 

260 
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291 

221 
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3,450 
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Table  E _ Rats  Destroyed. 


Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  1953  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 


Category 

Number 

Black  Rats 

1,721 

Brown  Rats 

" 

Species  not  known  .  . 

A  A  1 

Sent  for  examination 

4:3:1 

Infected  with  plague 

Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  1953  in  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and 

Warehouses. 


Category 

Number 

Black  Rats 

1,325 

Brown  Rats  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

404 

Species  not  known  . .  • 

Sent  for  examination 

1,404 

Infected  with  plague 

Number  of  Mice  destroyed  in  vessels 


1,130 


Number  of  Mice  destroyed  on  quays  ...  ...  ...  453 

Number  of  Mice  examined  from  vessels  and  quays  ...  678 


The  combined  returns  of  all  rats  and  mice  caught  and  destroyed  by 
shipping  firms  employing  their  own  rat-catchers,  by  rat  catching 
companies,  and  by  the  Port  Health  Authority,  during  the  year  1953, 
are  as  follows:  — 


Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

Port — 

In  vessels 

On  quays 

2,222 

1,753 

1,132 

453 

3,975 

1,585 

N.B. _ In  addition  to  the  above,  3,316  rats  and  62  mice  were  caught  and 

destroyed  by  the  Dock  Board  ratcatcher  during  the  year. 
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Section  XIII.  INSPECTION  OF  SHIPS  FOR  NUISANCES. 

During  the  year  careful  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  inspection  of 
ships  for  nuisances. 


The  improvement  in  crew  accommodation  in  British  foreign-going 
and  coastal  vessels,  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  has  been  maintained. 
Unfortunately  cockroach  infestation  in  galleys,  pantries,  storerooms 
and  accommodation  is  still  prevalent,  but  when  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  ship-owner  or  agent,  steps  are  taken  without  delay  to  clear  the 
vessel  of  these  pests. 


Inspection  of  Shipping. 
Year  1953. 


Nationality 

Visits 

Re-Visits 

Total 

British... 

4,179 

612 

4,791 

Dutch  ... 

420 

11 

431 

Norwegian 

253 

27 

280 

Swedish 

208 

2 

210 

American 

169 

3 

172 

German 

125 

4 

129 

Danish 

123 

8 

131 

Panamanian  ... 

92 

29 

121 

Italian 

72 

28 

100 

Finnish 

48 

5 

53 

Spanish 

43 

7 

50 

Greek  ... 

40 

14 

54 

French 

30 

5 

35 

Argentinian  ... 

22 

10 

32 

Liberian 

21 

8 

29 

Egyptian 

17 

10 

27 

Belgian 

16 

6 

22 

Brazilian 

13 

— 

13 

Israeli  ... 

11 

— 

11 

Portuguese 

11 

2 

13 

Russian 

11 

3 

14 

Swiss  ... 

11 

2 

13 

Costa  Rican  ... 

10 

1 

11 

Chilian 

5 

~ - 

5 

Yugo-Slavian 

5 

1 

6 

Hondurasian  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Japanese 

4 

■ — 

4 

Chinese 

3 

3 

6 

Turkish 

3 

1 

4 

Icelandic 

2 

- . 

2 

Faroese 

1 

1 

2 

Uruguayan  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Peruvian  ...  . 

1 

1 

2 

Total  . 

5,974 

804 

6,778 
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Table  G — Inspections  and  Notices. 


Nature  and  Number  of  Inspections 

Notices 

3  Served 

Result  of 
Serving 
Notices 

Statutory 

Other 

Notices 

Nature  of  Inspection 

Dirty  Crew  Quarters 

Verminous  Quarters 

Dirty  Washhouses  or  W.C.’s. 

Foul  Water  Tanks  ...  . 

Foul  Bilges  . 

Foul  or  Choked  W.C’s.  ..." 

Accumulations  of  offensive  refuse  ... 
Gear  stowed  in  Crews  quarters 
Damp  Quarters 

Leaky  Dec-kheads 

Defective  Heating  System  ... 

Defective  Bulkheads . 

Defective  Portlights,  Skylights,  etc. 
Defective  or  Inadequate  Ventilation 
Defective  Deck  Covering 

Defective  Lockers 

Defective  Chain  or  Hawse  Pipes 

Rat  Harbourage 

Defective  W.C.  Fittings 

Defective  Soil  Pipes . 

Defective  Waste  Pipes  or  Scuppers 
Defective  Washing  Facilities 
Inadequate  Lighting... 

Inadequate  Drainage 

W.C’s.  discharging  on  Quay . 

Miscellaneous 

— 

None 

9  9 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

1,289 

8,099 

196 

37 

33 

2 

4 

30 

38 

5 

40 

12 

1 

46 

19 

10 

25 

44 

Nuisances 
1,231  Remedied 
7,610 

180 

99 

99 

34 

32 

1 

99 

19 

11 

5 

24 

99 

6 

99 

99 

99 

34 

99 

12 

6 

99 

99 

24 

20 

Number  of  Inspections 

5,974 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

5,974 

— 

9,930 

9,249 
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Summary  of  Insanitary  Conditions  during  the  year  1953. 


Class  of  Vessels 

Number  Inspected 

Number  in  which 
Nuisances  were 
found 

Per  cent. 

Sailing  Foreign — 

Steamers  ...  . 

3,122 

577 

18-48 

Motor  •••  ••• 

2,246 

237 

10-55 

Sailing 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

5,369 

814 

15-16 

Sailing  Coastwise— 

Steamers . 

394 

28 

7-106 

Motor 

211 

6 

2-84 

Sailing  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

605 

34 

5-62 

Nationality 

Number 

Inspected. 

Number  in  which 
Nuisances  were 
found 

British 

4,179 

686 

Foreign 

1,795 

162 

Total 

5,974 

848 

Nuisances  found  in  Vessels. 


Defects  of 
Original 
Construction 
(a) 

Per  cent, 
of 

Total 

Defects 

Structural  Defects 
through 
wear  and  tear 

(b) 

Per  cent, 
of 

Total 

Defects 

Dirt,  and 
other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health 

(c) 

Per  cent, 
of 

Total 

Defects 

79 

0-795 

191 

1-923 

9,660 

97-281 
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Section  XIY. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELLFISH)  REGULATIONS,  1934,  1948. 

The  prescribed  area  in  the  Order  made  by  the  Liverpool  Port  Health 
Authority,  March  1951,  means  the  “Customs  Port  of  Liverpool  ”  and  is 
as  defined  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1951. 

No  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year. 

DANGEROUS  DRUGS. 

Duiing  the  year,  111  certificates  authorising  the  purchase  of  scheduled 
dangerous  drugs  were  issued  under  the  Dangerous  Drugs  (No.  3  Regu¬ 
lation),  1923,  amending  the  Dangerous  Drugs  Regulations,  192L 
regulation  15  of  which  is  as  follows:  — 

If  a  foreign  ship  in  any  port  in  Great  Britain  requires  to 
obtain  a  supply  of  any  of  the  drugs  in  order  to  complete  the 
necessary  equipment  of  the  ship,  the  Master  of  the  ship  is  autho¬ 
rised  to  purchase  and  be  in  possession  of  such  quantity  of  any  of 
“  the  drugs  as  may  be  certified  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
the  Port  where  the  ship  is  (or  in  his  absence  by  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  oi  Health  of  the  Port)  to  be  necessary  for  the 
“  purpose,  the  quantity  not  to  exceed  what  is  required  for  the  use  of 
the  ship  until  it  reaches  its  home  port.  The  certificate  given  by 
“the  Medical  Officer  or  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
“Port  shall  be  marked  by  the  supplier  with  the  date  of  the  supply 
“and  shall  be  retained  by  him  and  kept  for  inspection.” 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  aliens  arriving  in  the 
Port  of  Liverpool  during  1953,  and  the  number  of  each  of  the  categories 
under  which  alien  passengers  are  classified  by  the  Immigration  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Home  Office:  — 


Visitors 

Business  Visitors 

Others 

Total 

7,084 

141 

2,124 

9,349 

Total  number  of  vessels  carrying  Alien  passengers  ...  1,074 

Number  of  vessels  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspector...  188 
Number  of  aircraft  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspector  11 
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FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Throughout  the  year  the  inspection  of  imported  food  has  been  carried 
out  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  governing  imported  food. 

Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937/48.  (Article  10). 

Article  10  states  that  u  No  prohibited  meat  shall  be  imported  into 
England  or  Wales  for  sale  for  human  consumption  and  no  meat 
or  meat  product  shall  be  so  imported  without  an  official  certificate”. 

Importations  of  meat  or  meat  products  not  bearing  the  official 
certificate  were  dealt  with  as  follows:  — 

Edible  Stearine  (Australia). 

682  casks  of  edible  stearine  without  any  official  certificates  were 
landed  and  detained.  The  consignment  was  released  on  production  of 
a  bulk  veterinary  certificate  issued  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Government  of  Western  Australia. 

Edible  Tallow  (New  Zealand). 

214  casks  of  edible  tallow  from  New  Zealand  without  any  official 
ceitificates  veie  landed  and  detained.  The  consignment  was  ultimately 
released  on  the  production  of  a  bulk  meat  inspection  certificate  issued 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  New  Zealand. 

Canned  Hams  (Western  Germany) . 

14  cases  of  canned  hams,  without  any  official  certificates,  were  landed 
and  detained.  They  were  released  on  production  of  a  covering  bulk 
veterinary  certificate. 

Premier  Jus  (Uruguay). 

1,688  casks  of  premier  jus,  without  any  official  certificates,  were 
landed  and  detained.  The  Uruguayan  Ministry  of  Livestock  and  Agri¬ 
culture  airmailed  a  covering  bulk  veterinary  certificate,  and  the  con¬ 
signment  was  released. 

Canned  Beef  with  Cereal  (South  Africa). 

850  cartons  of  canned  beef  with  cereal,  not  bearing  official  certificates, 
were  landed  and  detained.  A  bulk  veterinary  certificate  issued  by  the 
South  West  African  Government  was  produced  and  the  consignment 
was  released. 
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Onchocerciasis. 

Approximately  35,000  bags  of  boneless  briskets  of  beef  from 
Australia  were  imported  during  the  year.  Each  consignment  was 
detained  on  landing  and  diverted  to  a  local  cold  store.  After  partial 
defrosting,  sample  detailed  examination  was  made.  The  incidence  of 
onchocerciasis  varied  from  0  to  15-5  per  cent.  In  this  instance  the 
consignments  had  the  proper  recognised  official  certificates. 

Caseous  Lymphadenitis. 

Two  consignments  of  mutton  from  Uruguay,  one  consisting  of  30,379 
carcases  and  the  other  of  930  carcases,  were  fully  examined  and  found 
to  be  4-7  per  cent  and  5-6  per  cent  affected  respectively. 

The  examination  of  consignments  of  mutton  from  Australia  varied 
from  0  to  7  per  cent  affected. 

6,354  carcases  of  tegs  from  Argentina  were  fully  examined,  and 
3-5  per  cent  were  affected. 

No  carcases  of  mutton  were  imported  from  Argentina. 

Frozen  Beef  (Uruguay). 

3,450  quarters  of  frozen  beef  were  examined  in  local  cold  store,  and  a 
large  proportion  found  to  be  in  various  stages  of  decomposition.  Many 
whole  quarters  were  rejected  and  others  required  heavy  reconditioning. 

Frozen  Beef  (Uruguay). 

6,400  quarters  of  frozen  beef  and  1,116  packages  of  offal,  all  tainted 
with  fuel  oil,  were  sent  to  local  cold  stores  for  ozonisation;  this  process 
proved  to  be  an  effective  means  of  removing  the  fuel  oil  taint  and  the 
consignment  was  then  released. 

Chilled  Beef  (Uruguay). 

About  4,000  quarters  of  chilled  beef  from  Uruguay  were  found  in  the 
main  to  be  in  excellent  condition,  but  some  were  affected  with  various 
moulds  and  superficial  decomposition,  which  necessitated  reconditioning 
before  release. 
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Frozen  Mutton  (Uruguay). 

12,400  carcases  of  frozen  mutton  were  examined  and  found  to  be 
damaged  by  brine  from  some  cold  storage  system  before  shipment  to 
this  country  :  all  the  carcases  had  been  re-covered  with  new  cloths.  A 
full  examination  was  made  in  local  cold  stores,  and  approximately 
25  per  cent  of  the  consignment  found  to  be  affected.  In  some  cases 
whole  carcases  were  rejected,  while  others  were  reconditioned  as 
required. 

Cokernuts  (West  Africa). 

Cokernuts  from  West  Africa  continue  to  arrive  in  an  unsatisfactory 
condition,  as  much  as  34  per  cent  in  some  consignments  found  to  be 
decomposing. 

Canned  Red  Cherries  (Italy). 

Full  examination  in  local  warehouse  of  1,000  cases  of  canned  red 
cherries  from  Italy  showed  16-6  per  cent  to  be  unsound;  the  contents 
of  the  unsound  tins  were  ultimately  destroyed. 

Lemons  (New  Zealand). 

2,292  boxes  of  New  Zealand  lemons  were  examined  at  the  ship’s  side 
and  the  equivalent  of  1,073  boxes  was  rejected  and  destroyed. 

Currants  (Greece  and  Turkey). 

3,496  boxes  of  currants  and  126  bags  of  hazelnut  kernels,  which  had 
been  damaged  by  fire,  smoke,  and  water,  were  destroyed. 

Bananas  (Jamaica). 

The  largest  single  importation  of  bananas  ever  to  be  made  into  this 
country  occurred  in  August  when  169,448  stems,  the  equivalent  of 
20,000,000  bananas,  were  landed. 

Frozen  Liquid  Egg  (Turkey). 

The  first  postwar  importation  of  frozen  liquid  whole  egg  occurred  in 
August  when  10,357  tins  arrived. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  Etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925/53. 

A  number  of  samples  were  submitted  to  the  City  Analyst  for  examina¬ 
tion,  but  no  adverse  reports  were  received. 


Unsound  Sugar. 
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♦These  were  destroyed  or  allowed  to  go  for  industrial  purposes  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Medical  Officer. 
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Table  showing  the  total  quantities  of  the  different  unsound  foodstuffs 
utilised  under  supervision  during  the  year  1953:  — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Beef,  Mutton,  Pork  and  Veal  . 

84 

10 

1 

3 

Offal  (Beef,  Mutton,  etc.)  . 

3 

4 

3 

10 

Canned  Goods  . 

50 

0 

3 

24 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  . 

1,668 

8 

1 

5 

Cereals  . 

1,541 

2 

3 

4 

General  (Fish,  Poultry,  Rabbits,  etc.)  ... 

60 

16 

0 

20 

Total  . 

3,408 

3 

1 

10 

The  following  tables  give  the  particulars  of  samples  sent  to  the  City 
Analyst  and  City  Bacteriologist  for  examination  during  the  year  1953  :  — 


CITY  ANALYST. 

Grapefruit  and  Wrappers  ... 
Oranges  and  Wrappers 


2 

2 


CITY  BACTERIOLOGIST. 


Canned  Stewed  Veal 
Dried  Apricots 
Faeces 

Water  . 


In  addition,  392  samples  of  goat  hair,  mohair,  horse  hair,  bristle  and 
wool  were  submitted  for  examination. 


The  Port  Health  Authority  is  also  engaged  in  the  issue  of  certificates 
of  disinfection  for  foreign  governments  and  other  purposes  in  connection 
with  the  exportation  of  hides,  wool,  jute  sacks  and  cloth,  tailors’ 
cuttings,  rags,  secondhand  bags  and  clothing,  bales  of  cotton,  etc. 

The  department  also  endorses  under  the  United  States,  Canadian 
and  other  regulations,  certificates  regarding  wholesomeness  of  food 
articles,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  in  which  the  articles 
are  produced  or  stored,  comprising  poultry,  game,  cheese,  bacon,  hams, 
potatoes,  preserved  fish,  pickled  beef,  tongues,  sausage  skins,  lime  juice, 
etc. 


The  work  attached  to  preparing  and  recording  these  certificates  is 
considerable,  and  takes  up  a  large  amount  of  time  of  the  department. 
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I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  valuable  assistance  received 
from  H.M.  Collector  of  Customs  and  staff,  the  Mersey  Docks  and 
Harbour  Board  and  their  officers,  and  the  various  shipping  companies 
who  have  co-operated  with  the  Port  Health  Authority  in  the  mainten¬ 
ance  of  Public  Health  and  the  prevention  of  disease  in  the  port.  The 
Consular  Bodies  have  at  all  times  given  courteous  assistance. 


ANDREW  B.  SEMPLE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health , 
Liverpool  Fort  Health  Authority. 


